by one man, while another kept his rifle trained on
a loophole and fired when his observer gave the
word. The private soldiers' muskets were not accu-
rate enough for this kind of work. The quickest way
to dislodge the sharpshooters was to put a roundshot
through their post, but this could only be done by
special permission of the authorities, who knew that
the enemy were short of ammunition and would
pick up the shot at once and fire it back: indeed,
many of the roundshot went backwards and for-
wards time after time, while unexploded shells were
fitted with new fuses and returned. Sometimes the
enemy would make good practice from a point which
could not be covered from any existing loophole in
the defences. The garrison would leave them alone
for a while, to give them confidence, and then one
night they would make new loopholes, wait until
the enemy had occupied their usual position in the
morning, and take them by surprise.
The mutineers did not seem to have received
further reinforcements from the Talukdars, or
Barons of Oudh, since the concentration at Chinhat,
but they had been joined by all sorts of malcontents,
including certain disaffected Afridis from Malihabad.
They were a noisy crew, especially the Talukdars'
men and the badmashes, or city rabble, who used to
shriek and beat their drums and blow outlandish
horns to the -great annoyance of the garrison. One
nighr when the men were all turned out for the
usual alarm, one of them said:
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